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Africa Knowledge Organiser
What and where is Africa?

Alittle History

Africa is not a country. It is one of the worlds

continents. It contains 54 countries many
have their own language and Culture.

Who colanised Africa?

Africa Today

The European Africa is the second largest continent in

colonisers took h

’ both area and population.
away resources like Africa has a population of 1.3 billion
gold timber and pop B

people.

rubber. So, they got
richer, and Africa
did not.

European slave
traders took at least
10 million Africans
to work on
plantations in North
America this made
the Europeans
richer

Africa has a young population, over half
are under 20 years old.

60% of African’s depend on farming for
aliving.

There are hundreds of different ethnic
groups- many have their own traditions.

Population distribution in Africa
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Is Africa a Densely or
sparsely populated
Continent and Why?

Densely populated: An area
that is crowded with
People.

Sparsely populated: An Area
that has few people living in
it.

What are Africa’s Main Physical Features

e The Nile
e Sahara Desert e Lake Chad
* Mount Kilimanjaro o Ethiopian Highlands
* Victoria Falls e MtKenya
* Atlas Mountains * Kalahari Desert
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Africa’s Biomes

A biome is a large region with its own distinct
climate, plants, and animals. The climate dictates
the way the biome is like. That's because plants and
animals adapt to suit the climate.
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Climate Zones

Hot Desert

Hot in the day-
cold at night.
Very little rain
Very strong winds
Plants and
animals must be
able to adapt to
the heat and
wind

Savanna

The savanna is
warm all year,
with a rainy
season.

Itis rolling
grassland, with
scattered trees.
You may see Lions
and elephants

Rainforest

Warm and wet all
year.

There are thousands of
species of plants.
Animals include
chimps and gorillas,
many kinds of monkey,
snakes, hippos, and
hundreds of birds.

Semi Desert.

Life is hard here.
People raise
animals: cattle,
goats, sheep,
camels. Some grow
crops such as maize.
Rain often fails
leading to plants
and animals dying.

Africa has many natural resources which it can use to earn money.

e It has large deposits of metal ores, including copper, uranium and iron and gold.

* It has 8% of the worlds known oil and gas reserves- and may find more.

e But natural resources are never spread evenly. Only some countries have diamond mines, for example.

e Most of the big companies who extract the ores, diamonds, oil, and gas are in fact foreign companies. Much
of their profits leave Africa.
Most Countries grow cash crops like cotton, tea, coffee, rubber, fruits, and flowers for export.

* Most of the exported materials are processed in the countries that buy them. For example, copper is turned
into electric cables. This adds value. Cables can be sold for a lot more than the copper itself.





